
 

“There are SO many responsibilities to this position—this 
course gave me the tools to move ahead.”   

               - Susan Fischer, Shaler Township 

“I would definitely recommend this course to others, this 
course is also recommended for incumbents just for a re-
fresher.” 

               - Paul Padula, Wilkins Township 

“I’ve gained insights that changed the way I approach 
issues and I’ve met people and been put in touch with re-
sources that have deepened my understanding of the role 
and limitations of elected officials.” 

               - Robert Fayfich, Marshall Twp. 

“Already we have used what we learned from the mock 
council meeting.  Citizens have commented on how profes-
sionally and businesslike the meetings are run.  We plan to 
make this a part of the orientation process for future coun-
cil members.” 

               - Judy Harrison, Ambridge Borough 

“It is a must.  It help me start my public service on my feet.” 

               - Frank Cortazzo, Port Vue Borough 

 

  

 
 

Michael P. Lynch 
Scholarship  Fund 

 

The Michael P. Lynch Scholarship Fund makes the  
Local Government Academy  

Newly Elected Officials Course available to more 
communities 
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A scholarship fund of the  
Local Government Academy  

providing financial assistance to  
communities seeking to  
achieve excellence in  

government through education 
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              “My wife Joan and I came to the Pittsburgh 
region in the fall of 1968  to work and raise a family.  
After various positive community experiences,  I sought 
the office of Mayor of Monroeville and had the privi-
lege of serving 3 terms.   

              During that experience, it became apparent 
that the partnering of municipal services with community 
resources afforded unlimited opportunities to improve 
the quality of life of our residents while encouraging 
broad based citizen, business and government coopera-
tion.  It also became clear to me that the role of local 
government was critical to the daily life of its citizens, 
and further that its performance as one community in a 
family of communities defined by a county and a region 
impacts the future of the county and region.   

              Combining these ideas, I was enthusiastic when 
asked to join other local elected officials to work on the 
creation of a resource that 
would increase the efficiency 
and effectiveness of local gov-
ernment.  This collective effort 
resulted in the Local Govern-
ment Academy and I was hon-
ored to serve as chairman of 
the Academy for 17 years. 

              The growth and suc-
cess of the Academy is a credit 
to the quality and availability 
of  its programs and the close collaboration between  
government, academic, civic and business leaders which 
occurs in order to develop and market timely of pro-
grams of current interest.   

              A unique and important by-product of the 
Academy’s classes is the lasting personal relationship 
developed among officials from communities throughout 
our region which opens lines of communication and cre-
ate opportunities for cooperation. 

              Unfortunately, its is often difficult for communi-
ties of limited financial resources to take advantage of 
the training provided by the Academy even though 
these communities in particular would benefit greatly 
from the services of the Academy.   

              I am deeply gratified that the Academy has 
honored me by naming the scholarship program the Mi-
chael P. Lynch Scholarship Fund.  The return on invest-
ment in this Fund is measured not only in the improved 
performance of a deserving local government, but the 
value of this improved performance to our region.  Your 
tax deductible contributions to the Fund is an investment 
in the future.”  

A STORY OF LEADERSHIP CULTIVATING  LEADERSHIP: 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACADEMY 

NEWLY ELECTED  
OFFICIALS COURSE 

 

The Local Government Academy Newly Elected Offi-
cials Course has been offered since 1983, and those 
attending the Newly Elected Officials Course find their 
term of public service to be quite effective.   

In addition to helping more than 500 officials in the 
region better serve their communities, the course has 
been recognized and awarded the League of Women 
Voters of Greater Pittsburgh Good Government 
Award.   

The Newly Elected Officials Course includes instruction 
on many aspects of municipal government including the 
legislative process and the scope of municipal powers, 
budget and finance, personnel law, public safety, 
planning and zoning as well as ethics and leadership.   
Complete information about the Newly Elected Offi-
cials Course is available at  
www.localgovernmentacademy.org.    

The Michael P. Lynch Scholarship Fund directly benefits 
those communities seeking to participate in the Newly 
Elected Officials Course by awarding scholarships to 
reduce the cost of the course tuition for communities 
with financial difficulties.   

Offered every two years on a scheduled correspond-
ing with municipal elections, municipalities interested in 
applying for the scholarship should contact the Local 
Government Academy at 412.237.3171.   

Contributions to the Michael P. Lynch Scholarship are 
tax deductible and can be made at any time.  For 
more information about the Michael P. Lynch Scholar-
ship Fund, Local Government Academy programs or to 
become an Advocate for Good Government, contact 
Susan G. Hockenberry, Executive Director, at 
412.237.3171 or via e-mail at  
shockenberry@localgovernmentacademy.org. 

 

 

 

MICHAEL P. LYNCH  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Donation:  Donations are accepted at any time to the Mi-
chael P. Lynch Scholarship for the benefit of communities 
pursuing excellence in government through education.  
Checks should be made payable to Local Government 
Academy Michael P. Lynch Scholarship Fund.   The Local 
Government Academy is a  501 (c)(3) non profit  organi-
zation.  Please mail donations to: 

 
Michael P. Lynch Scholarship Fund 

Local Government Academy 
800 Allegheny Avenue 

Suite 402 
Pittsburgh, PA  15233 

412.237.3171 
Fax 412.237.3139 

www.localgovernmentacademy.org  

Please include this form with your donation.   

Name: 

Title: 

Organization: 

Address: 

City/Zip: 

Day Phone: 

Email: 

Donation Amount: 


